
 
Distinguished Visitors, Academicians, 
Colleagues Old and New, Friends,  
 
• I want to thank you most deeply for 

bestowing this quite unexpected but very 
welcome honour on me. As the 
descendant of Eastern European 
émigrés, who grew up in the West, this 
event is not one I ever imagined 
taking place.  It is even more special for 
its unlikeliness. 

 
• To become an academician at this first MASSEE meeting is a particular 

delight; especially in light of Bulgaria and South East Europe’s 
distinguished mathematical tradition; not only in research but also in 
didactics. 

 
• Perhaps some year we in Canada will beat Bulgaria or Hungary or others in 

the IMO---and we Canadians perform very well among Western countries. 
If we do it will probably be because we are a society of immigrants, as I am 
myself. 

 
• This strength, especially in the fields I inhabit, is substantial, broad and 

deep. I mention 
 

o Functional Analysis 
o Optimization and Approximation 
o Mathematical Education and History 
o Computational Mathematics and Informatics --- the dry science of the 

21st century --- and Computer Algebra 
o Issues of Digitization, of archiving, of access to information 
o And my present addiction to special functions to which I will 

confess tomorrow morning 



 
• I wish the average CMS or AMS meeting had half as much of interest at its 

meetings as this one has. 
 
• I should like to offer one anecdote.  Petar Kenderov and I first spent an 

extended period together in the ‘80s in Australia and he introduced me to 
many wonderful new topological ideas---which optimizers now use. At the 
end of my sabbatical my wife took me to Fiji and she ordered me not to 
think mathematics but to relax.  

 
• Many of you will know this is a difficult concept. As we entered Fiji I 

actually signed a card, pledging to the Foreign Minister neither to engage in 
attempts at religious conversion, nor to do research. I succeeded with the 
first, but failed miserably with the second and a fine joint paper with Petar 
was the consequence.  I have always regretted not acknowledging the role 
of the Fijian government in print. 

 
• Mathematics is the most international and transportable of scientific fields. 

I look forward to playing an active role in the future of cooperation 
between our societies as difficult decisions and scarce resources are 
required in so many exciting arenas, both pure and applied. 

 
• Again, thank you for this great honour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Borovets, September 15, 2003 


